Implementing UCLA’s
Single-Use Plastics Policy:

A Guide for Students and Student
Organizations
About UCLA’s Single-Use Plastics Policy

In line with the UC Policy on Sustainable Practices, the Single-Use Plastics Policy aims to prohibit or eliminate
the purchase and use of various single-use plastics, which are a major source of pollution, environmental
degradation, and human health impacts.
For more detailed information check out our full implementation guide!

Tldr...
As an individual student - try to bring your own reusables
As a student organization Preferred: Use reusables that can be washed or used multiple times
Acceptable: Use 100% fiber-based compostable foodware products

Plastic (not permissible)

Plastic
bag

Plastic plates
& bowls

Plastic
hot/cold
cups

Plastic
hot/cold
cup lids

Alternative (preferred)
Reusable bags or
Do not provide
bags
or
Available by
request

Provide reusable
plates/bowls for
plated dinners
(see
Green Events Guide)

Reusable
Cups

Do not
provide lids
or
Available only
on request

Alternative (acceptable)

or

or

Unbleached,
fiber-based
paper bag

Compostable
plates/bowls
(request 100%
fiber-based
compostable
options
from caterers)

or

Paper,
Compostable
Cups

or

100% fiber
based
hot/cold cup
lids

Plastic (not permissible)

Alternative (preferred)

Reusable
utensils

Plastic
utensils

Takeout from
restaurants
with
food in
plastic containers

Alternative (acceptable)

Fiber-based
utensils

or

Order from restaurants with
plastic-free options
or
Decline/Request that vendors do not
include any plastic foodware accessory
items (e.g. straws, utensils, stirrers)
or
Bring your own reusables &
compostables

If you must
purchase from a
restaurant that
does not have
plastic-free options,
please submit
an Exemption
Form

or

Other Areas for Plastic Reduction
*not currently covered under the policy, but these are recommended swaps!

Recommendation:

Packaging Products
(boxes, containers, bags)

Recommendation:

create experiences such as
photo booths, event tickets, food

contact the vendor’s customer service and
request that items be shipped in plasticfree packaging

Promotional Products
(trinkets, goodie items,
giveaways)

Recommendation:

Decorations (balloons,
glitter, confetti, flowers)

reusable or rental decorations, borrowed
decorations, or natural and locally compostable
decorations that are easy to clean up

More Resources
UCLA Single-Use Plastics Policy Implementation Guide: Visit our full guide for more information
Plastic Alternatives Matrix: Provides alternatives for common plastic items, such as bags, cups, and trays,
which are not permissible under the Single-Us Plastics Policy
UCLA Coffee Service Online Order Form: Place to order compostable cutlery and accessory items
Items marked in green are sustainable products
Facilities Service Request (FSR): Place to order additional compost or trash bins for an event
The Pricing List can be found under “Event Trash Boxes and Set Up”
Green Events Guide: Tips on how to host a sustainable event and get a Green Events Seal
Anonymous Reporting Form: Report any instances of single-use plastics on campus

If you have any additional questions, email zerowaste@ucla.edu!

