September 9, 2020

University of California Los Angeles
731 Charles E Young Dr S
Los Angeles, Ca. 90095
Subject: Bioplastics – Not Compostable!

Dear University of California Los Angeles,
This notification is on behalf of our compost facility American Organics in Victorville, California.
Athens Services has been providing organics collection and composting services for UCLA for many
years. Athens Services collects organic and green waste material from UCLA and transports it to
our Material Recycling Facility (MRF) in the City of Industry. Once the material is delivered to our
MRF, it is sorted and transported in our 20 ton transfer trailers, to American Organics for
composting.
Over the past few years, we have been working to improve our composting process and increase
our capacity at American Organics, to prepare for the large increase in organics under AB 1826 and
SB 1383. We embarked on a massive reconstruction of our facility, which was partially funded
through a grant from CalRecycle. Our new and improved compost facility has decreased our first
phase of the composting process from 90 days to 30 days. We are now able to accept more organic
material and compost that material more quickly. We are proud of this accomplishment, as it will
provide the capacity and infrastructure needed for all of our customers in Southern California.
American Organics Compost is Certified Organic by the California Department of Food &
Agriculture and is also OMRI certified assuring that it can be utilized by Organic growing
operations. We are a member of the United State Compost Council and maintain certification using
their authorized third party facility for laboratory analysis and testing. American Organics
currently ships 90% of their finished material, compost, to large agricultural growers and farming
operations.
Pursuant to the above our compost is Certified Organic and OMRI certified. BPI/Compostable
plastics are not considered an Organic input by the California Department of Agriculture nor OMRI
and therefore we cannot accept them and have a marketable Organic Compost. Also, due to our
enhanced composting process, we have determined that bio-plastics are a product that cannot be
composted as part of our process. Not all certified compostable items will actually compost and
breakdown as fully or quickly as needed. Green waste, grass clippings, food waste, fiber, soiled
paper and cardboard all convert to compost and breakdown quickly in any composting operation,
but bio-plastics take much longer, and in some cases, do not always compost. Some studies have
shown that these materials take up to 3 times as long to breakdown in the same process. This
means a composter would need to wait 3 times longer to finish composting other feedstock while
the bio-plastics decompose. In theory, this would mean a composting facility would need to triple
their capacity and their space.
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