
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sustainability Solutions Central 
A one-stop-shop of all resources for all things sustainability, covering topics such as waste, 

purchasing, food, water & energy, transportation, student opportunities, and so much more! 

Check out our updated website! sustain.ucla.edu 

The policy is envisioned as ultimately including not only sit-down 

and take-out restaurants at UCLA, but also dining halls, events 

and even departmental meetings. Everything from conferences, 

panel discussions and lectures to catered meetings, rallies and 

concerts would be covered. The draft policy envisions a path to 

ultimately eliminate single-use plastic water bottles on campus 

and increase water-refilling hydration stations. 

UCLA announces  

Single Use Plastics Policy 

Learn more about UCLA’s Sustainable Operations 
If you’re curious about ongoing campus projects, browse through what we’re doing to achieve 

the goals outlined in the UC Sustainable Practices Policy! 

Follow us on social media! 

@sustainucla 
@sustainucla 

@zerowasteucla 

How can I practice sustainability and resilience now and beyond the pandemic? 

 

@UCLASustainability 

Resilience is the ability to bounce back after a disaster or stressful event.  This can refer to our mental and 

physical wellbeing or anticipating disasters or mitigating situations.  Sustainability is continuing to exist or 

function given limited resources, which includes actions such as recycling or systems such as regenerative food 

supplies.  While the two concepts are not synonymous, we often practice both hand in hand without realizing it.  

We are ensuring our own resilience through the practice of sustainability – reusing what we have, being cost 

efficient, reducing waste, growing our own food, practicing self-care, and much more! 

Watch Bonny Bentzin, Deputy Chief Sustainability Officer, talk about workarounds and alternatives that teach 

how we can still go green and reduce waste while staying safe in a pandemic. 

Read MIT Medical’s update on single use disposables versus reusables (Spoiler alert: reusables are much safer for 

your and the environment). 

https://www.sustain.ucla.edu/solutions-central/
https://www.sustain.ucla.edu/our-initiatives/student-organizations/
https://www.sustain.ucla.edu/
https://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/ucla-policy-single-use-plastics
https://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/ucla-policy-single-use-plastics
https://www.sustain.ucla.edu/operations/
https://policy.ucop.edu/doc/3100155/SustainablePractices
https://twitter.com/sustainucla
https://www.instagram.com/sustainucla/
https://www.instagram.com/zerowasteucla/
https://www.facebook.com/UCLASustainability/
https://www.sustainabilitydegrees.com/blog/sustainability-vs-resilience-why-bouncing-back-is-the-way-of-the-future/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmkQVlXtj3A&feature=emb_title
https://medical.mit.edu/covid-19-updates/2020/07/does-covid-19-mean-single-use-everything


  

Zero Waste at UCLA 
 

Interested in Learning More or Getting More Involved?  

Host a Trash Talk with Kikei! 

Learn more about waste management and how you and your department can help UCLA achieve Zero Waste.  

Contact.  If you have any questions, you can contact Kikei at ZeroWaste@ucla.edu or call 310-206-4993. 

University of California set a policy and goal for all campuses to go Zero Waste,  

in which 90% of the waste generated needs to be diverted away from the landfill by following 

the waste hierarchy of refusing, reducing, reusing, donating, and recycling/composting. 

 

Universal Waste Hazardous Waste 

CONTACT EH&S 

 Oils & Grease 

 Vacuum Pump Oil 

 Paints & Thinners 

 Chemicals (including  cleaning solutions) 

 Radiation Waste 

 Sharps  

SUBMIT ONLINE REQUEST FORM FOR THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 

 Electronic Waste (via human-I-T) 

Furniture Donation 

  

SUBMIT FSR FOR THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 

 Batteries 

 Printer ink/toner cartridges (or send back to manufacturer if 
take-back program available) 

Pallets 

Bulky Items and Household Appliances 

 Fluorescent Lights/Tubes 

Do you have a recycling or donation request? 

If you have electronic waste, please submit a request form directly with our partner, human-I-T, at 

https://www.human-i-t.org/donate-technology.  Please include in the Notes that this is a UCLA-affiliated donation so 

that the donation will be recorded for our sustainability reporting. 

If you have furniture for donation, please submit a Recycling Request Form at  

https://www.sustain.ucla.edu/zero-waste/recycling-request-form/.  Bulky item removal requires an FSR. 

For office or lab supply donations, please contact ZeroWaste@ucla.edu 

https://www.human-i-t.org/donate-technology
https://www.sustain.ucla.edu/zero-waste/recycling-request-form/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Can’t I Recycle _____? 

These items are commonly found items that people try to recycle, but belong in a different waste stream.   

Remember, if there is no recycling market for that item, you cannot recycle it. 

LANDFILL—Mixed-Material Products (chip bags, foil coffee bags, snack wrappers, etc.) 

These materials are mixed material products, meaning multiple types of materials are bound together, such 

as plastic and metal, plastic and paper, or metal and paper.  Recycling facilities cannot take these items apart, 

they can only sort items made of paper, plastic, metal, and glass.   

LANDFILL—Styrofoam (cups, trays, blocks, boxes, etc.) 

Styrofoam is not recyclable.  No recycling facilities accept it because of the intense amount of resources     

required to sort and process the material.  

LANDFILL—Soft Plastics (cling wrap, plastic bags, Ziploc bags, plastic film) 

Soft plastics do not have a value in being recycled due to the low quality and are often too contaminated 

with food and/or liquids. 

LANDFILL—Hard plastics but too small or irregularly shaped to process (coffee creamer 

cups, plastic straws, plastic utensils, plastic stirrers) 

These various items are too small or irregularly shaped to be processed and often fall off the conveyor belt at 

the recycling facilities.  They also fracture into unrecoverable pieces during transportation. 

Compost—Soiled Paper Products (paper towels/napkins, plates, greasy bags/boxes) 

These paper products have already been recycled multiple times = short fibers & low quality.  Also often      

covered in grease & food, which will ruin the good batches of recyclable paper when processed 
  

Have something you don’t see listed here?  Email ZeroWaste@ucla.edu  

a short description of your item and a picture if possible! 

  

Recycling Do’s and Don’ts 


